
Easy Activities to  Engage
Struggling Readers



What are some 

problems students

have with reading?
Â Don t like reading

Â Read too slowly

Â Limited vocabulary

Â Lack of comprehension

Â Lack of critical thinking

Â Don t read enough

Â Don t connect to the reading



slow/ poor
reader

frustration

readless

lessvocabulary

low
comprehension

The Cycle of the Poor Reader



good
reader

enjoysreading

readsmore

morevocabulary

higher
comprehension

The Cycle of the Good Reader



1. Connect reading to prior knowledge

2. Use graphic organizers

3. Do close readings

4. Encouragecritical thinking

Easy Activities to  Engage 
Struggling Readers



1. Connect Reading to 

Prior Knowledge
Pre-reading activities:

ÁKWL chart

ÁGive one, get one

ÁMind-mapping

ÁPre-reading quiz



KWL Chart



Give One,  
Get One

Freeology.com

San Francisco 
has cable cars.

San Francisco 

is located in 

the state of 

California.

It is a 
peninsula.

San Francisco



Mind Mapping

Chinese 
New Year

Chinese  
zodiac

Year of 
the horse

Dragons & tigers 
are important 
animals

Dragon dance

Traditional foods

Lucky food: 

Grapefruit 

Noodles 

fish

superstitions

Red color is 
lucky



Pre-reading quiz

Before 

reading
Chinese New Year After reading

Agree Agree

1.It isunluckyto cut yourhair 
beforeChinesenewyear.

2.You should clean your house 
before Chinesenewyear.

3.Thepandabearisoneof the 
animalsin the Chinesezodiac.

4.Chinese people wear white during 
new �Ç�����Œ�[�•celebrations.

5. Lucky money is given to young  
people in red envelopes during 
Chinesenew year.

Disagree Disagree


